were especially important in the fast-moving, lowinfrastructure environment after the earthquake. Most solar-powered chargers can store ten hours of sunlight and can be used to fully charge a depleted smartphone.
In the absence of any uniform communications standard, I could not effectively communicate with other physicians or transfer patients to the USNS Comfort without text messaging. An unexpected Wi-Fi connection allowed me to refresh my knowledge of nerve blocks before a sufficient supply of morphine sulfate arrived. application named Papers (Mekentosi BV; Aalsmeer, The Netherlands; http://mekentosj.com), which can efficiently search and store journal articles that are easily synchronized and viewed with an iPhone. The Air Sharing application (Avatron Software; Portland, OR; http://avatron.com) also allows users to transfer PDF files, Word documents, Excel phone trees, pictures, and presentations between a smartphone and a computer. In a similar fashion, Evernote (Evernote; Mountain View, CA; www.evernote.com) can store notes, pictures, and screen shots of items that once resided in the margins of a medical textbook or in a personal notebook. This information resides online until it is retrieved by a smartphone or by any computer. Many of my residency notes are backed up online through Evernote.
As more material moves online, it is becoming easier and more important to store pictures of physical examination findings. Some electronic health records (EHRs) such as the Epic System (Epic Systems Corporation; Verona, WI; www.epic.com) can integrate pictures taken from a smartphone, which is usually more accessible than a camera (though care must be taken to avoid violating the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act by inadvertently storing and sharing these photos). With an eye toward the future, some EHRs are accessible from a smartphone. Epic has partnered with Apple to launch Haiku, 4 an application that provides smartphone access to EHRs to facilitate bedside documentation and document portability.
Apple took 600,000 preorders for fourth-generation iPhone on the first day that they were offered for sale, and Epic has a broad market share; both companies are in a position to define the direction and use of smartphone medical technology. There is not enough space for this article to discuss all of the applications that might enhance a clinical practice, but you can discover these through an Internet search using the proper search terms from any medical specialty. the take-home Message
The take home message is that we need to think of the smartphone as a medical device. The capability is there and it's how we choose to use it. 
